Aren’t  Rroma European Citizens?

Rroma is an important matter of the present and in my opinion, of the future of European Union’s agenda. 
Romania is the EU member country with the largest Rroma community, representing 2.46% from the total population, according to the latest census (2002). Actually, the real  percentage of Rroma with Romanian citizenship is higher than this. Some of them are not registered anywere, so the exact number is very diffcult to establish.

Usually, Rroma have the reputation of people who live beyond  conventions. They are very present in everyday reality, and especially in the collective mind - where they most often are attached to negative labels - Rroma are a problem and a challenge.
Rroma and their issues
Briefly, we can say that Rroma minority's issues can be divided into four main categories: poor economic situation, high percentage of illiteracy and lack of consistent categories of intellectuals, intolerance and discriminatory attitudes of many non-RRroma and Rroma communities' division, which have a situation conflict due to lack of homogeneity and consciousness of belonging to the same ethnic communities.
In the context of Romania's EU accession, in April 2001, the government adopted the Strategy For Improving the RRroma.  It drafted a document with a set of specific targets and measures aimed at rising the living standards, with the main objective to rise the education level and to reduce the stereotypes about the Rroma minority .This solutions were accompanied also by the promotion of positive policies (to promote ethnic Rroma in local government functions, creating special admission to college or university, organizing training courses for teaching Rromani language and culture, etc.). Although these measures were adopted, we can not say that they succeeded to do too much. 
The accession of Rromania to the European Union in 2007 determined many members of the Rromani minority, the most socially disadvantaged ethnic group in Rromania, to migrate in masses to various Western countries (mostly to Spain, Italy, Austria, Germany, France) hoping to find a better life. The exact number of emigrants in unknown. Florin Cioabă, an important leader of the Rromani community (also known as the "King of all Gipsies") declared in an interview that he worries that Romania may lose its Rromani minority
After Romania become a EU country, the RRroma problem become an EU problem. Today France is sending our RRroma back. Thus, Rromanian citizens can be also removed from an EU country if they don’t fulfill the requirement for residence for more than 90 days (basically, the requirements are to be employed or to prove the existence of means of subsistence).
Apart from those cases of illegal stay, there is a second category of reasons, most serious that can cause removal of a citizen from the European Union: for reasons of public order, public safety or public health.

Where is the solution?
Matthew Newman, spokesman for the Commissioner Viviane Reading, responsible for Justice, Fundamental Rights and Citizenship, said that the expulsion of Rroma is a matter of national authorities, which are free to decide how to apply the laws.

In the same time, France’ State Secretary for European Affairs, Pierre Lellouche, believes that the Romanian authorities must "do more" for Rroma integration and to consider their problem a "national priority" and President Nicolas Sarkozy promised that he will not "surrender"  in front of his decisions. 

Although Romania seems it can't handle this problem.

Now we are asking ourselves: isn’t this an European responsability that the UE didn't respond sufficiently well? 

We do not have to forget that after the European Union will extend and the countries from West Balcans and Turkey will be a part of EU, the number of the Rroma will rise. What will then happen? 
Unfortunately, everything seems to be a like tenis game were the ball is thrown from a country to another. We hope that finally somebody will find a solution. Let’s hope that this game will stop and the winners will be the Rroma.  In the end, what are Rroma? Aren’t they European citizens like us?
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